
 

Local autonomy needs to be preserved.  As of 

March 31, 2009 all 28 REDAõs in Saskatche-

wan will cease to exist, they will be replaced 

by 13 Economic Regions.  This will destroy 

local autonomy for South Parkland REDA.  

The  Economic Regions will 

deal with regional    eco-

nomic projects which will 

help the        economic op-

portunities for larger compa-

nies to compete on the 

global market.   

Local economic projects 

which affect Melville and dis-

trict will have to be looked 

after by a local economic 

organization.   

We are in the period of 

prosperity and we must take 

advantage of every opportu-

nity we get to promote our 

local area.  Therefore, it is 

essential that we have a 

strong local economic or-

ganization to ensure our in-

terests are looked after in 

the larger Economic Region. 

We are on the ôright trackõ.  In the last three 

years we have seen tremendous population 

growth and economic activity within the    

region, this trend must continue if we want to 

keep Melville and area as a viable region.   

We are in charge of our own economic     

destiny and a strong local economic organiza-

tion will allow us to achieve our goals.  

We are now in the process of preparing a  

proposal for city council for a new economic 

development organization which we think will 

be as effective and efficient as South Parkland 

REDA is.   

 

Our intent is to see Melville and district     

continue to prosper, to grow, to be a great 

place to raise a family and a great place for 

business and industry.   
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Tankõs Country Meats is located on his farm three miles south of Melville on Highway 
47. Glen moved out to the farm seventeen years ago and started Tankõs Country 

Meats in 1990 as a way to diversify the farm. What started as a family hobby and 
source of off farm income has turned into a thriving business. 
 

Glen will slaughter and process beef, pork, lamb and wild boar as well as bison and 
elk. They are the only slaughter facility for bison in the region. Tankõs Country Meats 
slaughterõs and processõs bison for a number of producers. They have a frozen meat 

counter on the farm where they sell their own meat to the public. Glen also makes 
his own sausage. 
 

Due to a strong local market and ever increasing demand for custom slaughtering and 
meat processing, Glen required assistance to improve and expand his existing       
operation. Glen approached South Parkland, and the Small Business Loan Association 

(SBLA) was more than happy to help. Not only did South Parkland allow him to    
purchase the required equipment to expand his business but also helped with       
promoting Tankõs Country Meats with a custom made pamphlet, and advertising on 

our website. 
 

Glen was so pleased with the SBLA program he has since renewed his loan to con-

tinue to expand and purchase equipment.  Glenõs business is booming and with ranch-

ers flocking to the area, the future only looks brighter. Glenõs reputation has spread 

his business clientele to a regular customer base for bison processing as far away as 

Sedley and Preeceville. For all your abattoir needs call Glen at 728-3560. 

SBLA Success Story: Tankõs Country Meats 

First Impressions Off to a Positive Start 

On July 15th of this summer South 
Parkland REDA hosted a BBQ and 

meeting with the Business       
Community of Melville.  The main 
purpose of the meeting was to   

unveil to the larger audience of the 
Melville business community the 
First Impressions Community    

Exchange Program or FICE. 
 
What occurred during the FICE is 

that South Parkland REDA along 
with the City of Melville teamed up 
with the Carlton Trail REDA and 

the City of Humboldt to do a First 
Impressions exchange of each 
otherõs communities.  Then the 

respective groups wrote up reports 
of what was seen in each otherõs 
communities by these First        

Impressions Visitors. The purpose 

of this exercise was to allow us to 
better prepare our communities for 

the huge number of people entering 
our towns and Cities every year. 
 

The local coordinators for the 
FICE, Terry Sieffert of Horizon 
Credit Union and Marian Kreiser of 

Tourism Melville along with Micheal 
Halyk of South Parkland REDA 
went through the report with those 

in attendance.  A lively question and 
answer period followed with a lots 
of ideas offered to make the       

necessary improvements to our fair 
City. 
 

At the end of the evening it was felt 
more needs to be done to bolster 
the business community of Melville.  

A number of volunteers came   

forward to offer their assistance to 
our REDA if we are to carry this 

project forward to create a new 
direction for our down town    
business group. 

 

Even though South Parkland REDA 

will cease to exist in March of 2009, 

it is our hope to move this project 

to a next phase prior to our doors 

c l os in g  as  an  E c on o mi c              

Development Agency. 
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SBLA Success Story:  

Crooked Lake Marine Service Inc. 
In June 2006 Terry Threlfell saw a business opportunity that 
he couldnõt pass up. Having a love for recreational vehicles 

and the amenities to start a business that revolved around his 
passions, ôCrooked Lake Marine Service Inc.õ was born. Terry 
was drawn to being his own boss, and since there was such a 

demand in the Crooked Lake area for  boat, water craft, and 
snowmobile repair, as well as quad and ATV repair, he     
decided to situate his business on highway 247, near Melville 

Beach, which is only 49km south of Melville. 
 
Terry believes the reason for his success is simply because, 

òHe was at the right place at the right timeó. The economy is 
booming and there is more people flocking to the Crooked 
Lake area every year. His location also plays a huge role into 

his abundance of clientele. Since Crooked Lake Marine     
Service Inc. is positioned only steps away from the lake, 
travel for repair is inexistent for those who resided or     

vacation at Crooked Lake. 
 

In March 2007 Terry obtained a loan from South Parklandõs Small Business Loan Association (SBLA). The SBLA  program 

assisted him with start up costs needed to get his business into gear. Terry found the SBLA program to be very         

accommodating and easy to deal with. The promotion South Parkland REDA gave Terryõs new business assisted in getting 

the word around. These days Crooked Lake Marine Service Inc. continues to thrive as customers are taking advantage of 

the great service offered. Call Terry at 794-4416 for more information. 

South Parkland REDA has just pub-

lished the 2008-2009 edition of the 

Melville & District 

Business Directory. 

Designed for quick 

and easy access of 

address es  and 

phone numbers of 

businesses in the 

REDA, the Business 

Directory is a sta-

ple for new citizens and long time 

residents alike. The Business Direc-

tory is available for purchase at the 

Tourism Centre. 

  

 

 

 
 

Melville 

& 

District  

Business  

Directory  

South Parkland REDA is looking to hire an indi-

vidual who is interested in economic development 

in Melville and the surrounding area.  This term 

position which begins immediately will end 

March 2009.  This individual will be trained to  

work in the area of business retention and 

expansion, tourism and will be required to    

perform other office duties. Candidate must 

possess excellent computer skills, be neat,    

courteous and able to interact with the public.   

Must be dependable and able to work independ-

ently.  Send resume to South Parkland REDA  

office Box 2289 Melville, SK.  S0A 2P0 or by        

e-mail to edo.sp@spreda.sk.ca   For more      

information contact Micheal Halyk at 728-6855. 

Job 

opportunity  




